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When t fapter of the 
„Societ ive Anachronism 
meets, one command that never 
leaves the lips of the presiding 
officer is to keep things down to a 
dull roar. 

Seneschal (chairperson) Natalya 
Johnson knows that is an instant 
signal for members to “Roar” in a 
bored-sounding voice. 

SCA members form a hearty band 
of travelers whose voyages are not 
in space, but in time. All members 
share an interest in life during the 
Middle Ages, from 650 to 1650 A.D. 

Customs, combat and courtesy of 
that time period fuel the members’ 
interest, but they do not content 
themselves with hours spent in dusty 
tomes in the library or at lectures. 
All knowledge is put to use as 
members periodically gather to 
recreate a way of life. 

Terre Haute is part of the larger 
organization begun in California 15 
years ago. This incorporated, non- 
profit educational organization has 
hundreds of chapters in the United 
States and Canada. 

Each chapter creates a name for 
itself; Terre Haute members have 
chosen to be known as Shire of 
Strikkenwoode. West Lafayette’s Zounds! A cutpurse! 
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(weekend a qualified contender will 
use dazzling swordsmanship (with 
wooden + eapons) to be chosen new 
king during the Crown Tourney. 

At a recent local meeting matters 
of court included an upcoming 
seminar on articulated plate armor, 
the Border Raids in Louisville, Ky., 
at the beginning of June, and the 
Quest for Knowledge, at which many 
seminars on costuming, food and 
other topics would be featured. 
Tickets for food there could be 
purchased at the, um, troll booth, 
naturally. 

“Basically we take little bits of 
history and play with them,” said 
Johnson. “We go to fighting prac- 
tices in Lafayette and Indianapolis. 
Most fighters in the area are good. 
Some are good fighters, while -some 


are better diers,” she observed with 
a smile. 

Past meetings have been devoted 
to costuming, work on chain mail 
and a heraldry seminar. Other topics 
include calligraphy and dance. ‘‘One 
person is in squire’s training and he 
shares with us his training in 
chivalry,” Johnson said. 

All this business about costumes 
and fighting is quite necessary, 
because each SCA member must 
choose a character and name for 
himself. No Henry VHIs or 
Lancelots permitted, mind you. His- 
torical and fictional characters are 
off limits: Elves and unicorns need 
not apply, unless they can prove 
their existence. 
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Each time traveler may pick a 
time period and then choose a 
character, such as an English 
yeoman, to portray. Then comes the 
business of selecting a name and 
studying the time period- to- de- 
termine how the person might have 
lived, dressed, thought and spoken. 

Strange garb marks the ap- 
pearance of Saberzar the Merciful 
(Chris Saberton), the chapter’s 
sorcerer. Persons dressing as 
wizards could scare the peasants, he 
explained. Yet much of what was 
considered magic in the Middle Ages 
was actually a form of-science. || 

Before any knave jumps at the 
chance to become a lord or lady, be 


warned that noble rank must be’ 


earned, just as it was in olden times. 
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Ees 
Musician Osgood (John Hiday) iš 
the pursuivant or herald of Strik- 
kenwoode. This soul’s tastes run to 
the more peaceful aspects of SCA, 
such as interesting others .in 2 
musical recorder group. Yet as 
pursuivant, he also must announce 
the fighters in tourneys and keep 
track of names and coats of arms: 
“A person is not allowed to display 
a coat of arms until it has been 
awarded,” he stated. 


Meetings are open to everyone’ 
who is interested in history or 


practices an art or craft. Although. 


the group will not meet Monday, 
meetings are normally conducted at 
4:30 p.m. every Monday in the Vigo! 
County Public Library. 


